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blood of sacrificial victims. The insult was never
forgotten, and led to far-reaching and disastrous
results later on. From this reign, with its strong
religious tendencies, is to be traced the beginning
of the decay of the Ahom strength ; for the Brahmins
forbidding the free eating of meats and strong drinks,
their physique began to deteriorate, which has gone
on steadily ever since. Sib Sing is said to have com-
pleted surveys of all Ahom territory, and during his
reign is a record of the first visit of three English-
men to upper Assam, whose names are given as
Godwin, Lister, and Mill. The purpose of their
visit, which was in 1730, is not stated. The next
period of interest, namely 1765, is the Burmese in-
vasion of Manipur, and the call by that Raja on the
Ahom king, Rajeswari Sing, for aid. This was
responded to by the sending of a force to Manipur
from Charaideo through the hills ; but it was obliged
to turn back after it had got a little way in owing to
the difficulties of that part of the country. A second
force had, however, been assembled at Raha, and
this, proceeding through the Kachari country, reached
Manipur where the Raja was reinstated. Beyond
these bare facts there are no records as to the route
taken by the Ahoms, or of any collision between them
and the Burmese. The Ahom people had by now,
under several good kings, become very prosperous,
and had enjoyed considerable internal order; but
there were not wanting signs of approaching decay
in the evaporation of old warlike instincts, while
continual religious sectarian disputes almost blotted
out anything like patriotic ideas.

In the next reign (Lukshml Sing's) continuous in-